ELISA test for the serodiagnosis of Akabane virus infection in cattle.
A simple ELISA test has been developed for the detection of IgG and IgM antibodies to Akabane virus in bovine serum. The test is specific and its sensitivity higher than the serum neutralisation assay. Detection of IgM antibodies can serve as a rapid method of diagnosing primary infection with Akabane virus. The superiority of ELISA resides mainly in the rapidity of performance and that it can be performed with inactivated reagents at high dilutions of serum samples. Thus it might enable the surveillance of spread of infection in zones prone to be affected by insect-borne viral diseases.